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Data Centres have become a critical part of Ireland’s Digital Infrastructure and contribute to 

high value job creation, local economic growth, and the development of the digital 

economy. They attract investment, facilitate technological innovation, and provide essential 

infrastructure for enterprise, ultimately boosting economic activity. Development policy is 

increasingly recognising the need for such developments to demonstrate a community 

benefit in a responsible way through delivering economic, environmental and social impacts.  

 

The Red Admiral Data Centre seeks to act as a model of best practice in this sphere by 

ensuring that its activity is in harmony with the local economy and community and where 

possible new opportunities and investment flow directly to the local labour market, local 

supply chain and the local communities where the facility is hosted.  
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1. Introduction 
 
The Red Admiral Data Centre (DC) Facility and Decentralised Energy Resource (DER) development 

proposal at Castlelost in County Westmeath will exemplify the optimum future model for delivering the 

twin objectives of Digitalisation and Decarbonisation at the fore of national development policy in 

Ireland. The project is by any measure a massive boost for the local and regional economy, with well 

in excess of €1bn investment to develop this expansive project. Some of the key economic outputs 

and indicators are highlighted in the infographic on the following page. 
 

The project offers lessons for the design and integration of next generation DC development which 

reflects the 6 key principles set out in the Government’s policy statement on data centres (2022). This 

includes regional location preference to support balanced regional development; co-located 

renewable power generation solar and fuel cells, energy storage,; economic benefit to the host location 

and local enterprise ecosystem (particularly SME’s); strategic grid connection and efficiency; and 

decarbonised design codes leading to net zero data services.  
 

Chief among these strategic priorities is the regional development impact resulting from the significant 

investment in the future economy in an area undergoing economic restructuring away from fossil fuels 

extraction and processing to a decarbonised cleantech economy with new and higher value 

employment and skills. Red Admiral can play a critical role in prioritising recruitment of labour from the 

local area and procurement of goods and services from the local and regional SME community. This 

investment, in turn, will lead to significant secondary investment by new enterprises and a continuous 

transition in the regional economic base.  
 

Meeting the demand for future data centres will require a more robust criteria based approach to 

proposed projects than in the past. The Red Admiral project has carefully incorporated these critical 

considerations and principles to ensure current and future policy and compliance is respected and 

demonstrated. 
 

In addition to the significant employment and enterprise outcomes the project will also support a variety 

of local community benefit initiatives through local sports clubs, schools and charitable groups.  
 

This report sets out to provide an initial assessment of Community Benefit, and to outline a framework 

and set of principles for informing a fully-fledged Community Benefit Scheme or fund once the project 

is developed and operational. 
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The development of a formal Community Benefit support structure and fund arising from the Red 

Admiral development at Castlelost in Co. Westmeath will be informed by a number of factors including:  

• policy and regulation towards local economic impact and community benefit;  

• local and regional needs and priorities;  

• best practice in delivering support from large commercial or infrastructure projects;  

• scale of the investment and returns by the operator;  

• nature of the operation and how it can best transfer benefit to the community; 

• the relationship and understanding of the community in which the project sits. 

 

Lumcloon Energy Group, the promoter of the Red Admiral development, has a strong track record of 

engaging with local communities in which they have projects.  
 

Through their earlier development, Castlelost FlexGen, located adjacent to the Red Admiral site, 

Lumcloon Energy has established a positive relationship with residents and community organisations. 

To date, Castlelost FlexGen has made numerous donations to the local community across a broad 

spectrum of organisations, in Sport and Recreation, Education, Heritage and Wellbeing. These 

contributions reflect the company’s commitment to strengthen and support the local community.  
 

This direct local approach and connection to the community groups and structures will be key to 

developing an appropriate model of community benefit as the Red Admiral project progresses towards 

the development phase (4 to 6 years) and thereafter the operation of the campus.  
 

While it is not possible, or appropriate, to set out the exact scale or mechanism of community benefit 

at this stage, it is important to begin to develop a framework and set of principles to guide the final 

scheme design and implementation model.  
 

This document sets out a framework and strategy for community benefit based on prior experience; 

research findings and good practice in the field; policy and regulation and interpretation of what the 

local community needs and aspirations are beyond the natural economic benefits that will flow from 

the project. 
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2. Context of this report  

 
This brief report is intended to provide a set of principles and a framework for the Red Admiral 

development project to design and deliver a fitting Community Benefit Fund or Scheme over the 

course of its development and into its operational phase.  
 

It is anticipated that this operational phase will commence in 2030 and scale up over the following two 

to four years before becoming fully operational at full capacity. It is important to acknowledge that 

some of the key variables that will be fundamental to any future Community Benefit Fund/Scheme are 

yet unknown. Therefore, it is prudent to set the direction and the principles for the final design and 

implementation of the scheme well in advance of its commencement. 
 

The establishment of the framework at this stage is to either address queries or expectations and to 

enable discussions with stakeholders in the community and statutory agencies to build confidence and 

trust in the process of moving towards a final scheme for community benefit. 
 

In particular, this framework for community benefit will provide an opportunity to: 

1. Substantiate a response to the need for a formal community benefit programme to 

accompany the development.  

2. Respond to requests for further information regarding the future community benefit as part of 

the planning process.  

3. Establish dialogue with the relevant community forums and representatives. The initial 

stakeholder consultation has focused on regional and county level agencies / organisations, 

which was deemed to be an appropriate mechanism at this stage of project development. 

Within this context the LECP and LCDC were seen at the paramount strategy and structure 

to focus our assessment of the community benefit potential of the project. 

4. Set out the scope of future community engagement once the development commences. The 

framework in Section 5 of this report outlines a proposed methodology through which a more 

comprehensive stakeholder consultation will be undertaken when the project moves from the 

planning to implementation stage. 
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2. Best Practice in Community Benefit Models 

 
The Irish government’s Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning and Decision 

Making is a helpful resource for Community Benefit Funds that can be used to help ensure that 

marginalised and disadvantaged communities have opportunities to participate in all stages of 

decision-making, and can share in the benefits of the funds allocated.1 The guide provides practical 

checklists and case studies that illustrate how effective and meaningful community engagement can 

be achieved at the planning, information-sharing, decision-making, and review stages of a public 

project.  

Gresham Smith Guide for Community Engagement 

In the US, Gresham Smith – a prestigious architecture, engineering, design, and consulting firm 

involved in large-scale infrastructure projects – offers a guide on appropriate ways to support 

community engagement.2  It highlights practical considerations alongside the ethical issues noted 

above. The 10 steps Gresham Smith identify are framed here within the Irish context. 

 

10 steps for better community 
engagement  

 

Framing within the Irish setting   

1. Engage early and often with the 
local community  

Prepare a community engagement framework, which ensures 
communication is two-way in nature. Traditional 
communications campaigns focus on information-giving, but 
good engagement ensures there are avenues through which 
members of the local community can engage with the 
developer/generator. 
 

2. Highlight the project’s community 
benefits 

Community benefit funds often add value to large scale 
infrastructure projects, with case studies and photographs 
providing a clear and accessible narrative that demonstrates 
community benefits and helps communicate them to a local 
audience. 
 

3. Address environmental concerns 
with transparency  

Large infrastructure projects, such as data centres, consume 
large amounts of resources during their construction, and on 
into their operations phase. Dealing with these concerns, 
honestly and with transparency is important, and is a key factor 
in building relationships with the local community. 
 

4. Be upfront about resource use and 
sustainability plans 

Interlinked with Point 3 above. 

5. Collaborate closely with local 
authorities 

Addressed through the Irish planning system.    

6. Invest in local authority 
infrastructure improvements 

An opportunity to link with the Local Economic and Community 
Plan (LECP), and other strategic/development plans for the 
area.  

7. Establish a community feedback 
loop 

Interlinked with point 1 above. 

8. Design with aesthetics and local 
character in mind 

New infrastructure developments bring many changes with 
them, with visual changes often being highly significant.  

 
1 Department of Rural and Community Development, Pobal, Community Work Ireland, and the Irish Local Development Network (2023), 

Guide for Inclusive Community Engagement in Local Planning and Decision Making.  
2 Gresham Smith, ‘Data centres and the Art of Being a Good Neighbor: Ten Steps for Better Community Engagement’. Available at: 

https://www.greshamsmith.com/news-and-insights/data-centers-the-art-of-being-a-good-neighbor-ten-steps-for-better-community-

engagement/ 

https://www.greshamsmith.com/news-and-insights/data-centers-the-art-of-being-a-good-neighbor-ten-steps-for-better-community-engagement/
https://www.greshamsmith.com/news-and-insights/data-centers-the-art-of-being-a-good-neighbor-ten-steps-for-better-community-engagement/
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Understanding and incorporating local views on the changing 
nature of the built environment demonstrates respect. 
 

9. Leverage local suppliers and 
workforce 

This can be challenging in some situations, due to the complex 
nature of procurement. Advance notice, and opportunities to 
build capacity (e.g. specific training courses, and ‘tickets’ 
would offer more genuine access to opportunities).  A 
procurement process that values contractor proximity, and is 
accepting of smaller-scale businesses, could also result in 
significant local impact. Apprenticeship opportunities, in 
traditional trades as well other professions, are likely to be 
welcomed and valued by members of the local community. 
 

10. Be patient and persistent in 
building relationships 

Members of the community living close to the development 
may not welcome it. They may have serious concerns or be 
frightened of change. They may in time come to accept the 
development, or they may not. Assuming that you were not 
invited into the community by its local residents, the onus is on 
the developer/generator to invest in the building of 
relationships, which may in some cases take patience and 
persistence. 
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Community Benefit Fund Models  

In Ireland, community benefit funds are a reasonably recent phenomenon. They tend to be associated 

with large-scale infrastructure projects associated with things such as landfill, wind farms, and power 

grid maintenance, upgrade, or expansion. 
 

The Good Principles Handbook for Community Benefit Funds under the Renewable Energy Support 

Scheme (RESS), published in 2021, marked the first concerted effort in Ireland to standardise these 

funds, albeit within a specific industry.  It was superseded in May 2025 by the Rulebook for Community 

Benefit Funds under RESS, which presents a regulatory framework for these funds and insists that 

the community is always a key stakeholder. 
 

Community Benefit Funds are administered using a variety of mechanisms, many of which place an 

obligation on community groups to apply to the fund on a project-by-project basis.  Three examples of 

such models are briefly reviewed below to illustrate their key characteristics, and are  explored in 

further detail in the case studies section of this report. 

Community Benefit Fund – Rulebook for Community Benefit Funds under RESS 

The Renewable Energy Support Scheme (RESS) is an established structure for the channelling of 

financial support to local communities from energy infrastructure projects and distributors. The direct 

annual monetary contribution by the Generator into the Fund is fixed at a minimum of €2/MWh of Loss-

Adjusted Metered Quantity under the RESS Terms and Conditions. 

Minimum annual contribution to the Fund remains the same for the lifetime of the fund. 

A fund may, on occasion, be index-linked, but many are not. 

There are three main components to the Fund: 

• Direct household payments  

• Funding of local projects (min 40% of Fund) 

• Agreed maximum percentage of the fund allocated to administration costs (An allowance of 

20% for the first year to allow for establishment, ‘subject to a maximum of 10% over the entire 

period in which the RESS Project is required to maintain the Community Benefit Fund) 

A fund is generally administered by a Grant Giving Organisation (GMO) but may also be administered 

by the generator.   

Traditionally, funding applications were made and awarded on an annual basis, but this is slowly 

changing as the practice is somewhat restrictive, and often does not correspond to community needs, 

particularly in relation to larger capital projects, where the cost of proposed projects exceeds that 

available from the fund in a single year. 

Community Benefit Agreement  

The CBA model appears to originate from the United States of America, where it is applied across a 

wide variety of sectors and infrastructure development projects (Good Jobs First provides an extensive 

database of such agreements).3  

A CBA is a legally binding agreement between community organisations (sometimes including local 

governments) and a company. It includes a list of deliverables that a company is obligated to produce 

in exchange for locating in that community. A well-structured CBA should respond to the unique needs 

of a community and should mitigate any harm that the project might bring.4 

 
3 Ibid. 
4 Good Jobs First ‘Community Benefit Agreements with Data Centers Can Help Mitigate Harms’. Avaiable at 

https://goodjobsfirst.org/community-benefit-agreements-with-data-centers-can-help-mitigate-harms/ (Accessed 24 August 2025). 

https://goodjobsfirst.org/community-benefit-agreements-with-data-centers-can-help-mitigate-harms/
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Specific examples of the mechanisms through which a data centre could make a meaningful 

contribution to its local community are stated to include the following:  

• Job quality standards and local hiring5 

• Fiscal responsibility (with regards to local taxation)  

• Residents’ quality of life 

• Environment 

Endowment Fund  

• An initial once-off contribution from the developer/generator creates an investment fund. 

• An annual contribution is made by the generator to the investment fund, as per agreement 

with the community and/or Local Authorities.  

• Applications for funding are made on an agreed basis, maybe every 3 years, whereby the fund 

to be allocated to local projects draws upon the interest made on the capital investment, 

enabling the fund to operate in perpetuity. 

• May be more suited to supporting ongoing running costs, such as staff, heat, light, insurance.   

• Due to the nature of the funds, they are administered by specialists.  

• It is unclear whether such models operate in Ireland; however, two Endowment Funds 

associated with wind farms in the UK and US are included in the Case Studies section of this 

report. 

There is also potential for the creation of a delayed start/hybrid endowment model fund, whereby the 

fund invites applications for local projects at the inception of the fund, in order to meet local needs for 

already identified projects.  Once this demand has been met, the fund is invested, and the interest is 

then allocated on an agreed basis.  

Community Benefit Funds – learning from case studies  

This preparatory study has reviewed a range of case studies, detailed in Appendix 2 below, which 

were selected to highlight relevant examples of community benefit funds in Ireland and internationally. 

The review also sought to identify examples of best practice that could inform the Red Admiral 

Community Benefit Fund framework. The table below summarises the most significant findings from 

these case studies. 

 
Case Studies  Framing in the context of the Red Admiral 

Data Centre  

Data Centre Community Benefit Funds - There appears to be an interesting trend 

where finding clear information about data 

centre community benefit funds is challenging, 

suggesting a possible barrier to access. 

- Definite opportunities in terms of improved 

community consultation, and communications. 

Renewable Energy Community Benefit Fund - Becoming well established in the Irish context 

under RESS, and also in relation to other 

large infrastructure projects. 

- Case studies illustrate interesting 

administration models, whereby local decision 

 
5 Ibid. 
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making and administration can be 

incorporated into a fund’s governance model.  

- Opportunities to explore investment / 

endowment models, through which a financial 

mechanism can be created to support its 

community into perpetuity.   

Large Infrastructure Project  - EirGrid Celtic Interconnector is underpinned 

by Community Benefit Fund Policy, and 

guided by a Celtic Interconnector Community 

Benefit Fund Strategic Plan, which was 

developed with community input.  

- Strong links with academic institutions 

demonstrate commitment to best practice. 

Industry - Community Benefit Agreement Within the context of a Community Benefit 

Agreement or other similar framework, consider 

the following: 

- A procurement process which provides 

appropriate capacity-building support where 

necessary, and which prioritises local 

suppliers of good and services  

- Provision of apprenticeship opportunities, in 

traditional as well as non-traditional 

professions 

- Creation of a Community Benefit Fund, which 

is evidence-based and co-created with local 

representatives following a Strategic Planning 

exercise  
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3. Appraisal of Red Admiral in context of Community Benefit 

 
Inclusive engagement can help support the transparency of decision-making in relation to a 

Community Benefit Fund, reducing the risk of conflict and improving accountability as well as ensuring 

that benefits reach every part of a community.  
 

In the context of large-scale infrastructure development and related community benefit funds, 

‘community’ is a multifaceted and complex concept. While the term means, at its most basic level, ‘a 

grouping of people’, in practice, it is generally used to encompass rich and diverse meanings shaped 

by social, geographic, and political contexts. Communities may be defined in relation to our work, 

family, friends, or our immediate neighbourhood, or town or village, a sports club we may support, or 

some other affiliation which connects us to others.   
 

The Red Admiral data centre will be located in a geographic area that in itself contains multiple 

communities. It is critical for the project promoters to understand that, upon construction of the data 

centre, these communities will need to be engaged with on a variety of levels both collectively and 

individually in supporting their general and specific objectives and concerns arising from the 

development.  Understanding and embracing the complexity and dynamic nature of community is key 

to any successful community engagement programme. 
 

This framework used the six Goals & Priorities for economic and community development as set out 

in the current Westmeath Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 2023 to 2028. The framework 

identified where the potential for community benefit impacts and opportunities from this development 

meet the stated priorities and objectives within the LECP.  
 

The LECP is the principal statutory policy relating to community development for the county and 

ensures that all objectives and goals are consistent with other key policies including UN Sustainable 

Development Goals; European Green Deal (2019); National Planning Framework (2018) – Project 

Ireland 2040; National Development Plan 2021-2030; Climate Action Plan 2024; The Eastern and 

Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) 2019-2031 and The Westmeath County 

Development Plan 2021-2027.  
 

The LECP is also the direct expression of aspirations and ambitions by a wide grouping of economic 

and community partners and stakeholders locally. Therefore, aligning with the LECP will help to ensure 

that development and economic activity will be consistent with key policy, and respects and support 

local community development goals. 
 

It is clear that the Red Admiral project will provide tangible benefits to its local and regional 

communities. The socio-economic benefits will include new employment creation (direct and indirect), 

upskilling of workers, local procurement and SME enablement, development contributions, donations 

to charitable organisations, local authority rates, community benefit funds and social investment.  

 

In addition to these direct outputs the project can support many other aspirations and objectives of the 

community as outlined below in the summary assessment of the project in its alignment with local 

community priorities. A more detailed assessment of the alignment with the LECP priorities and sub-

priorities is presented in Appendix 1 of this document. 

 

It is important to note that this assessment demonstrates the alignment with LECP priorities and the 

potential for beneficial impact from the project in a strategic sense. It is not to be interpreted as a 

commitment or guarantee of funds or support to any individual project or initiative at this stage. 

Significant engagement with the authorities and the communities affected by the project will proceed 

with the main consortium partners prior to a final scheme is developed and implemented. 
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LECP Goal Impact Evidence or Example 
1. Support a proactive response to 

the challenge of climate change 
✓ 

 

The Red Admiral project could address climate change by 

promoting energy efficiency, digital connectivity, and 

biodiversity initiatives that build community capacity and 

climate resilience. 

2. Develop an inclusive and 

equitable society that supports our 

vibrant urban and rural communities 

X  

3. Improve health and well-being of 

our citizens 
✓ The Red Admiral project could address climate change by 

promoting energy efficiency, digital connectivity, and 

biodiversity initiatives that build community capacity and 

climate resilience. 

4. Support sustainable economic 

activity, employment and education 

towards a smart green economy 

✓ The Red Admiral project will support sustainable economic 

activity, employment, and education by creating high-quality 

jobs, fostering STEM skills, and partnering with local 

institutions to develop training and research opportunities. 

Through collaboration and recognition programmes, it 

promotes innovation, sustainability, and a smart green 

economy in Westmeath and Midlands region. 

5. Enhance economic and social 

infrastructure, including housing 
✓ The Red Admiral project could strengthen social infrastructure 

by upgrading community facilities for energy efficiency, 

comfort, and flexible use, supporting local well-being and 

business connectivity. 

6. Promote and protect our rich 

culture and heritage and realise our 

tourism potential 

✓ The Red Admiral project has the potential to promote and 

protect local culture and heritage while supporting tourism by 

boosting the local economy through job creation and 

increased visitor spending. Its community benefit fund further 

supports local clubs, organisations, and cultural initiatives, 

helping strengthen community identity and attract. 

 

At a minimum the Red Admiral project will contribute to most of the top-level priorities of the local 

community framework in some direct or indirect way by virtue of its development and operation. Some 

of the key outputs that will deliver economic and community benefit include: 
 

• New economic activity leading to employment growth, skills development, regeneration and 

new enterprise creation in a Just Transition Region targeted for enterprise support. 

• Strong potential for future clustering in related activity (digitalisation and decarbonisation) 

arising from the investment in key enterprise infrastructure and the regional skills base. 

• Planning conditions will seek development contributions which will be reinvested in local 

infrastructure and amenity. 

• The enterprise will become a significant commercial rate payer in the Local Authority bringing 

additional annual revenue for local services. 

• Potential to partner with local community and statutory bodies to deliver local community 

benefit projects e.g. sports & recreation; education; tidy towns; biodiversity; local heritage etc. 

• Development could act as a catalyst and host for innovation and research support around best 

practice in digital technology and renewable energy models. 

• Sustaining communities through employment growth and active participation in local 

enterprise networks. 
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4. Principles of Community Benefit Design 

 
Strategy for Community Benefit Framework 

A Community Benefit fund or scheme of this nature should be guided by an overarching Strategic 

Plan, which is cognisant of the local and regional policy context, sensitive to local needs, and 

developed through a collaborative process.   

Such a plan may propose structures such as a Fund Committee, on which sit community 

representatives from each of the local representative community groups, in addition to representatives 

from the developer/generator and the Grant-making Organisation, with the Terms of Reference being 

determined following the completion of the Strategic Plan, in its implementation phase.  

The following are likely to be included within such a Strategic Plan: 

− Vision, Mission, Values 

− Key priority / focus areas  

− Opportunities & challenges 

− Balance capital investment and contributions to operational costs (see note) 

− Catchment area  

− Fund Committee & other structures which support ongoing community engagement  

− The importance of individual Community Action Plans, as a preparatory step, prior to the 

official launch of the Fund  

Supported by the Fund, and following the preparation of the overall Strategic Plan, prepare distinct 

integrated community plans for each of the prioritised settlements/communities within the defined 

catchment area of the fund (as identified by the Strategic Plan). 

Following adoption of the Strategic Plan, prepare Fund Guidelines, which lead on to the opening of 

the fund.   

Prepare Monitoring & Evaluation Framework, linked to the KPI’ s 

 

Potential frameworks associated with a data centre development 

Present possible community engagement framework: 

− Explore the nature, extent and purpose of a future community engagement process 

designed to inform the community benefit fund  

− Prepare a Community Engagement & Communications Plan (to support the community 

engagement process)  

Outline and analysis of the forecast socio-economic impact of the development without any 

intervention, and through a bespoke CBS. This can demonstrate the additional new benefits to the 

community as a result of the investment. 

Consideration of different measurement models for calculating CBS based on impact of the enterprise 

(Data Centre & Energy Park) and estimation of annual benefit fund and scaling of same. 

− Explore potential Community Benefit Fund models, such as: 

o Investment models / endowment funds  

o Self-administered community benefit funds  

− Governance considerations, including:  
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o Exploration of the role of Grant Making Organisation(s)  

o Project evaluation panel / Fund Committee structures  

 

Stakeholder Engagement Process 

The stakeholder consultation serves several key purposes: 

− To deepen understanding of existing plans and policies by examining their effects and practical 

implications at the local level, and understanding how these strategies are being implemented 

in practice. 

− To identify gaps in local service provision or infrastructure that may need to be addressed. 

− To communicate an outline of the framework through which the Community Benefit Fund will 

be developed to key stakeholders, outlining opportunities for participation at this stage. 

− Collate a database of local community and voluntary groups, including contact details. 

  

Agree stakeholder segmentation – drawing on quadruple helix: 

− Government – relevant Departments, Failte Ireland, national & regional agencies etc. 

− Education – Education & Training Board, Regional Skills Network, Third Level Institutions etc. 

− Industry / Economic e.g. Local Enterprise Office etc. 

− Community e.g. Local Development Companies, Public Participation Networks etc. 

Informed by the desk research, undertake extensive stakeholder consultation, focusing on what 

information is being sought from the different stakeholder categories. 

Prepare exploratory area of benefit / catchment area to gain an understanding of population and 

topline demographics. Examination of the local / regional catchment area to target for CBS to address 

deficits or weaknesses in the area of skills; employment & enterprise opportunities; service provision; 

community infrastructure and assets.  

Drawing upon the community group database prepared during the early stages of the project, contact 

identified community groups on an individual basis to invite them to a 1-2-1 engagement meeting.  

This community engagement process will be extensive and may take place over a number of weeks 

or months.  

Representative Community Groups  

A significant historic issue in the development of a community benefit fund framework, is the absence, 

of a ‘community’ with which to engage.  In an ideal world, all communities would have a representative 

community development organisation with which agencies can engage; however, this is often not the 

case.  There are many reasons why an area does not have such a group, not least of which is a 

perceived lack of need. 

 

Red Admiral will work with the LCDC / Local Development Companies to identify appropriate 

representative community groups.  If such community group structures do not exist, Red Admiral will 

provide the relevant capacity-building supports to form such groups.  It is critical to note that the terms 

of reference for these groups will be determined throughout the capacity-building and support process, 

and that its remit is likely to be broader than solely the community benefit fund.  Such an approach will 

only be possible with community buy-in. Where possible, existing community structures should be 

utilised, and new groups should be formed only as a last resort. 
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Catchment area / area of benefit  

The catchment area/area of benefit can be contentious.  A rule of thumb in some renewable energy 

developments is that those most affected by the development are those who will receive the most from 

the fund.  This is a complex area, though, as this model tends to imply that a development has had a 

negative impact. The EirGrid Community Benefit Policy addresses this challenge well, stating that 

whilst the company ‘aim[s] to create as little disturbance as possible, at times [its] work can involve 

some disruption to communities’.6 This acknowledges that some of their construction and upgrade 

work has the capacity to create disturbance, and that the Community Benefit Policy reflects an 

understanding of, and an attempt to mitigate, that impact.  
 

It is important to consider that the immediate local communities are sharing their resources with a new 

entity that will bring much change and some disruption. The people, flora, and fauna of that area are 

now sharing roads, footpaths, service providers, water, airspace and so on  with this new development, 

and often experience frustration with the resulting change. While the obvious benefits such as jobs 

and enterprise creation will come with the development there is a period of time where the impact of 

the project (in the construction phases) will sometimes be disruptive to the lives of the local population.  
 

It is proposed that identification, and agreement on the catchment area/area of benefit is incorporated 

into the community benefit fund framework, and that it is a particular focus of the community 

consultation.  

 

It is suggested that a principle of targeting the benefits and impacts from the project to the most 

appropriate groups depending on proximity to the project; needs within the community; capacity within 

the community to absorb the benefits; types of benefit outputs to be distributed (small scale funds to 

support local initiatives / skills development programmes / sponsorship of clubs, facilities or events / 

etc). In this context a tiered catchment will be designed to accommodate the different community 

stakeholders as their distance increases from the site of the project, such as: 

• Immediate community catchment – up to 5km radius from site 

• Secondary community catchment – 5/6km to 20km from site 

• Regional catchment – beyond 25km from site 

Challenging the status quo 

The community development landscape in Ireland is becoming more complex.  Huge effort has been 

invested by community groups in improving their local areas, and many of the more straightforward 

community-development-type projects have been completed.  This presents challenges in that the 

type of funding which can be of most benefit would relate to running costs/overheads, which 

community benefit funds have tended to avoid.   
 

Exploring community needs, and collaborative working practices which challenge outdated norms, 

would offer significant opportunities for innovation, and genuine community impact which focuses on 

the needs of the community, not those of the funder. 

 
 

 
6 EirGrid (2023), ‘Eirgrid Community Benefit Policy’. Available:https://cms.eirgrid.ie/sites/default/files/publications/EirGrid-

Community-Benefit-Policy-Brochure%20June%202023.pdf (Accessed 10 October 2025). 
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5. Red Admiral Community Benefit Framework 

5.1 Vision Statement & Mission Statement 

VISION: “To follow a sustainable pathway for data centres, creating intelligent, 
sustainable data infrastructure, powering the future of connectivity” 

MISSION: “To enable sustainable digital infrastructure by combining cutting edge 
solutions with locally generated low-carbon energy resources, 
empowering our communities to connect and thrive in Ireland’s net-zero 
future.” In doing so we will: 

• Engage in a responsible and considerate manner with our partners, 
suppliers, community stakeholders and local agencies; 

• Invest in our workforce through continuous upskilling and development and 
create opportunity for career progression; 

• Ensure that our operations are delivering real economic impact and 
community benefit to the local area and wider region; 

• Collaborate with all innovation and enterprise stakeholders to help transition 
the region deeper into the digital economy; 

• Educate and demonstrate the power of renewables in making our lives more 
sustainable and healthier. 

5.2 Strategy Values & Guiding Principles 

The four guiding principles or values associated with the project in a community facing context are 
as follows:  

Sustainability > Community > Responsibility > Integrity 
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5.3 Areas of focus for the CBA 

Arising from the strategic vision and mission, and informed by the organizational values and the 
local priorities as set out in the community strategy (LECP) we will prioritise and promote community 
benefit activities and initiatives that deliver the following outcomes: 

• To act as a regional development catalyst in the transition to a Digitalised and 
Decarbonised economy in the Midlands 

• To support and promote digital and technical skills towards a dynamic workforce 

• To provide Leadership in demonstrating decarbonization in practice 
• To build and sustain genuine and long-term partnership with the local community  

5.4 Statements of Intent  

(A) Regulatory / Policy Compliance  

The Red Admiral project will meet all current and future legislation, regulation and statutory policy 
requirements relating to community benefit in a compliant and rigorous manner. This will mean 
that, at a minimum standard, Lumcloon Energy Group and its projects will be delivered with strict 
adherence to the principle of responsible community engagement, welfare and impact resulting 
from its developments and operations. The specific codes, protocols, procedures for distributing 
a community benefit scheme or fund will be set out clearly and managed in a transparent and 
inclusive way so that strong community trust and collaboration is built into the scheme or fund 
from the start. 

(B) Engagement with Community & Stakeholders 

Lumcloon Energy Group will continue to build genuine and long-term relationships with the local 
communities in the areas immediate to its projects and developments. In the case of the Red 
Admiral Data Centre and Solar Energy site Lumcloon Energy Group, together with its delivery 
partners, will focus on the communities in the neighbouring towns of Rochfortbridge and 
Tyrrellspass. We will build meaningful relationships with community groups in an effort to identify 
fitting community initiatives that can be supported financially or through other supports such as 
volunteerism, professional or technical expertise. Additionally, Lumcloon Energy Group will 
communicate with the wider community in an open manner to allow for accurate and quality 
information about its operations and address any concerns or questions that arise from the 
community in full and transparent manner using relevant media formats and direct community 
meetings and discussion groups. 

(C) Scale & Scope of benefits  

Lumcloon Energy Group will deliver financial supports, and non-monetary benefits, to its 
neighbouring communities commensurate with the scale of the operation and its outputs and in 
compliance with any regulatory or statutory requirement. In this regard the distribution of the 
community benefit funds or resources will be prioritised in a tiered geographic catchment and also 
a thematic manner. This means that the immediate local communities (up to 5km of site) will be 
targeted for direct financial support through contributions to existing community initiatives, 
facilities, campaigns and groups and the wider community (5km to 20k from site) will be targeted 
for other supports and benefits such as training and employment opportunities, longer term 
sponsorship or partnership arrangements and hosting or participating on relevant enterprise and 
sectoral forums in the region. 
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(D) Process for allocations  

Lumcloon Energy Group will set up a Community Benefit Scheme that will run annually and or 
multi-annually and will address each of the priorities and capabilities described in its mission 
statement and guiding principles. Each element of the fund or scheme will have resources 
dedicated to it and will deliver direct investment or sponsorship to compliant and eligible applicant 
organisations or groups within the defined catchment areas. The allocations will be set in either 
an annual or multi-annual award framework with all key criteria and objectives of the funding set 
out and explained. The application process will be open and allow for sufficient time for local 
community groups to make quality submissions. In so far as possible the Red Admiral Project will 
award financial support to existing community initiatives rather than seek new activity from 
community groups to chase funding. 

(E) Governance of scheme 

The Community Benefit Scheme will be managed by an Evaluation Team comprising designated 

management personnel with relevant expertise, supported where appropriate by external 

advisory representatives from County Westmeath to ensure objectivity, local insight, and best 

practice. The Evaluation Team will assess all applications and submissions against published 

eligibility and assessment criteria, applying a transparent scoring mechanism to rank proposals 

based on community benefit, value for money, feasibility, and alignment with the Scheme’s 

objectives. Funding awards and the allocation of available funds will be determined on the basis 

of these scores, subject to budget availability and final approval in line with the Scheme’s 

governance and financial controls, and details of successful applicants and funding allocations 

will be published to ensure transparency and accountability. 

Accompanying the call for applications the Community Benefit Fund will issue guidance and 

instructions on eligibility, awards scoring system, application timelines and other key information 

to help community groups to apply to the fund. 
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Appendix 1: LECP Alignment assessment 

 

Priority 1. Support a proactive 
response to the challenge of 
climate change 

Impact 

(Direct / 
Indirect) 

Examples of how Red Admiral can reach 
these goals 

Support, advise and assist local 
communities seeking to increase 
building energy efficiency and 
carbon reduction through 
retrofitting and installation of 
renewable energy sources 

Direct 
The Red Admiral project could contribute indirectly to 
local communities through community partnerships, 
educational engagement, and potential funding 
supports. In alignment with regional sustainability 
goals, the project could sponsor community talks such 
as home energy retrofit information sessions, providing 
residents with practical guidance on improving energy 
efficiency and accessing available grants. These 
initiatives would help raise awareness of carbon 
reduction opportunities and strengthen local capacity 
to adopt renewable energy solutions.   

Provision of infrastructural 
resources to assist with reducing 
public dependence on private 
vehicle use and decreasing the 
number of high emission vehicles 
travelling on our roads 

Indirect 
The Red Admiral project could indirectly support 
reduced transport emissions through improved digital 
and infrastructural capacity in the Midlands. By 
strengthening regional data connectivity, the project 
can enable greater opportunities for remote working, 
e-learning, and digital service delivery, which may help 
reduce the need for some long-distance commuting 
and business travel over time. 

Raise awareness of the intrinsic 
link between climate change and 
biodiversity. Support initiatives 
that have a positive impact on 
climate and biodiversity. 

 

Indirect 
The Red Admiral project will indirectly support greater 
awareness of the connection between climate action 
and biodiversity through its community benefit 
programme. By supporting local initiatives such as the 
Tidy Towns biodiversity awareness campaigns, 
pollinator-friendly planting, and tree-planting projects, 
the community benefit fund can help enhance local 
habitats and promote understanding of how protecting 
nature contributes to climate resilience. 

Priority 2. Develop an 
inclusive and equitable 
society that supports our 
vibrant urban and rural 
communities 

Impact 
Examples of how Red Admiral can reach 
these goals 

Tackle Dereliction 

Increase representation of all 
communities on statutory bodies, 
agencies and committees 

Provision of an affordable and 
efficient public transport system 

 

No 
impact  

 

This priority and its intended actions are in the sphere 
of public authorities and specific agencies responsible 
for delivering infrastructure and services. 

Priority 3. Improve health and 
well-being of our citizens 

Impact 
Examples of how Red Admiral can reach 
these goals 
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Create opportunities to improve 
health and well-being of our 
citizens 

 

Direct 
The Red Admiral project could support the health and 
well-being of local communities through its community 
benefit programme and sustainable development 
practices. By funding initiatives such as green spaces, 
recreational infrastructure, or wellness-focused 
community project. The project can contribute to 
healthier, more resilient communities. Future 
opportunities could include partnerships with local 
health or sports organisations to promote physical 
activity, environmental education, and well-being 
initiatives. 

Mullingar Regional Sports 
Complex to include a swimming 
pool 

 

Direct 
The project’s community benefit programme may 
include support for local recreational infrastructure, 
such as the proposed Mullingar Regional Sports 
Complex and swimming pool, depending on final 
decisions made by the project owner and in 
consultation with the community. 

Improve Physical Health and 
Well-being (e.g. recreation & 
sports, health awareness, mental 
health supports) 

Direct 
The Red Admiral project could contribute to improving 
physical health and well-being through the community 
benefit program. Support may include initiatives that 
promote recreation, sport, and social connection, such 
as local GAA and football clubs, scouting activities, 
and community events including social services 
Christmas parties. The program could also assist with 
first-aid training and help to strengthen community 
well-being, inclusivity, and resilience.  

Priority 4. Support sustainable 
economic activity, 
employment and education 
towards a smart green 
economy 

Impact 
Examples of how Red Admiral can reach 
these goals 

Attract and retain graduates in 
Westmeath 

Direct 
The Red Admiral project will help attract and retain 
graduates in Westmeath by creating high-quality 
employment opportunities in the fields of energy, 
engineering, technology, and digital infrastructure. 
Through its community and educational engagement, 
the project can foster STEM awareness, training 
pathways, and partnerships with local third-level 
institutions, encouraging skilled graduates to build their 
careers in the region. This would contributes to a 
stronger, more innovative local economy and supports 
long-term regional development. 

Support & Promote Further & 
Higher Education & Training in 
Westmeath 

Direct 
The Red Admiral project will support and promote 
further and higher education and training in 
Westmeath through collaboration with local 
educational institutions and training providers. The 
project’s focus on digital infrastructure, and advanced 
technologies offers opportunities for apprenticeships, 
internships, and research partnerships. By engaging 
with schools, colleges, and community training 
programmes, Red Admiral can help build local 
capacity, foster STEM interest, and strengthen 
pathways from education into sustainable regional 
employment. 
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Development of sustainability 
awards to encourage a smart 
green economy 

 

Indirect 
The Red Admiral project can contribute to the 
development of sustainability awards or recognition 
programmes that encourage a smart, green economy 
in Westmeath. By collaborating with local authorities, 
businesses, and educational partners, the project 
could help celebrate and promote local leadership in 
energy efficiency, biodiversity, circular economy 
practices, and community innovation. Such initiatives 
would raise awareness of sustainability, inspire 
behavioural change, and strengthen Westmeath’s 
profile as a forward-looking, low-carbon intensity 
region. 

Priority 5. Enhance economic 
and social infrastructure, 
including housing 

Impact 
Examples of how Red Admiral can reach 
these goals 

Additional remote working hubs 
Indirect 

Through its community benefit programme, the Red 
Admiral project could support the retrofit of the local 
community hall, improving energy efficiency, comfort, 
and accessibility. Upgrades such as enhanced 
insulation, low-energy lighting, and modern heating 
systems would reduce carbon emissions and running 
costs. Once retrofitted, the hall could also serve as an 
additional remote working hub, providing residents and 
local businesses with flexible, sustainable workspace 
and supporting digital inclusion in the region. 

Economic development 
opportunities associated with the 
greenways 

No 
impact 

 

Social and Affordable housing 
supply as per targets in the 
Housing Delivery Action Plan 
2022 – 2026. 

No 
impact 

 

Priority 6. Promote and protect 
our rich culture and heritage 
and realise our tourism 
potential 

Impact 
Examples of how Red Admiral can reach 
these goals 

Create compelling reasons for 
tourists to visit and stay in our 
county 

Indirect 
Red Admiral is expected to create hundreds of jobs 
both directly and indirectly. Many of these workers and 
contractors will stay, eat and spend in nearby towns, 
boosting accommodation, hospitality, retail, and food 
service sectors. Post construction, a long-term 
operations team will sustain this demand.  

The extra cashflow in the area will generate 
investment back into the local businesses and create 
tourism opportunities.  

The community-benefit fund aims to support local 
clubs and organizations and initiatives within the 
region.  
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Appendix 2: Selected Case Studies  
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Microsoft Datacenter Community Pledge 
 
The Microsoft Datacenter Community 
Pledge is an initiative established by 
Microsoft in 2024 as a formal commitment 
to the local communities where its data 
centres are constructed. 7  This pledge 
ensures that the data centres not only 
support technological infrastructure but 
also provide direct benefits to their 
associated communities.  
 
This pledge focuses on three main areas: 
contributing to a sustainable future, 
advancing community prosperity and well-
being, and operating responsibly as a 
good neighbour.  
 
The first aspect of this pledge – contributing to a sustainable future – focuses on the carbon footprint 
impact of the data centres. Through this pledge, Microsoft commits to ‘design and operate our 
datacenters to support society’s climate goals and become carbon negative, water positive, and zero 
waste before 2030’. This initiative aligns with Microsoft's overarching climate objectives, which include 
sourcing 100% renewable energy worldwide by 2025 and achieving a net positive water impact in its 
data centre operations.9 As an example of delivery on this aspect of the pledge, Microsoft’s Circular 
Centers, which are designed to reuse, recycle, and repurpose servers and hardware to divert waste 
from landfill, can now be found in six sites across Europe, most notably in Amsterdam.10  
 
Advancing community prosperity is the second area of the pledge which aims to ensure that 
Microsoft’s data centres are bringing local economic, social, and environmental benefits to the areas 
surrounding their projects. This aspect of the pledge takes many forms such as: partnering with local 
contractors to build the infrastructure and increase local job opportunities, providing apprenticeships 
and STEM skills training, and community-led initiatives.11 These programmes have been ongoing in 
Poland, Ireland, and Sweden with an overarching aim being to support the presence of community 
initiatives tied to data centres.  
 
The final aspect of this pledge concentrates on operating responsibly as a neighbour. The focus here 
is on engaging with local neighbours, communities, and the wider public to create positive relationships 
with the data centres. An emphasis on light and noise pollution reduction measures to support the 
environment, and partnerships with charities and nonprofits seeks to create positive change that 
improves local attitudes and perceptions of data centres. 
 

Type of Fund and Administration Model 

Based on information that is currently available, this Community Pledge is not a standalone fund with 
a fixed contribution. Instead, the pledge takes the form of multiple commitments from Microsoft to the 

 
7 Walsh, Noelle (2025) ‘Microsoft’s datacenter community pledge: to build and operate digital infrastructure that addresses societal 

challenges and creates benefits for communities’.  The Official Microsoft Blog. Available: 

https://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2024/06/02/microsofts-datacenter-community-pledge-to-build-and-operate-digital-infrastructure-that-

addresses-societal-challenges-and-creates-benefits-for-communities/ 
9 ESG Investing (2024), ‘Microsoft launches “datacenter community pledge” with sustainability and 
community commitments. Available: https://esg-investing.com/2024/06/04/microsoft-launches-datacenter-
community-pledge-with-sustainability-and-community-commitments 

10 Walsh, Noelle (2025) ‘Microsoft’s datacenter community pledge’. 
11 Microsoft (2025), ‘Increasing access to digital skills and local job opportunities’. Available: 

https://local.microsoft.com/homepage/commitments/econ-oppt/ 

https://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2024/06/02/microsofts-datacenter-community-pledge-to-build-and-operate-digital-infrastructure-that-addresses-societal-challenges-and-creates-benefits-for-communities/
https://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2024/06/02/microsofts-datacenter-community-pledge-to-build-and-operate-digital-infrastructure-that-addresses-societal-challenges-and-creates-benefits-for-communities/
https://esg-investing.com/2024/06/04/microsoft-launches-datacenter-community-pledge-with-sustainability-and-community-commitments
https://esg-investing.com/2024/06/04/microsoft-launches-datacenter-community-pledge-with-sustainability-and-community-commitments
https://local.microsoft.com/homepage/commitments/econ-oppt/
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different communities within which its data centres are located. This funding is administered in 
partnership with third-party organisations.15 
In the Irish context, funds are administered via Change X, which is a charity specialising in community 
projects and mobilisation, although the funding is provided by Microsoft.16 Interested parties apply for 
funding via the Change X website, which provides application criteria and other information for 
applicants. Successful applicants receive funding via a bank transfer and, in specific circumstances, 
individuals and organisations may apply for funding for more than one project or initiative at a time.  
 

Fund Value  
The fund value varies from project to project and from country to country. In Ireland, Microsoft invested 
€4 million between 2008 and 2024 on a wide variety of projects in the Dublin area.19 In 2025, Microsoft 
pledged €100,000 to community initiatives that included a citizen science monitoring scheme, school 
gardens development, and plastic pollution reduction initiatives.  
This 2025 fund makes €4,500 available per project, on a first come, first served basis, and applicants 
are required to participate in a 30-day challenge to unlock the funding.  
Microsoft, which operates over 300 facilities across 95 countries, has maintained a longstanding 
presence in Ireland through its data centres,22  and it has supported community priorities in Clondalkin 
and greater Dublin through investments with 112 local partners since 2018.  

 

 
 

 
15 Irish Tech News, ‘Microsoft launches community fund for South Dublin organisations’. Available: https://irishtechnews.ie/microsoft-

launches-community-fund-south-dublin/  
16 ChangeX (n.d.) ‘Microsoft data centre communities’. Available: https://www.changex.org/us/organisations/microsoft 
19 Moderntribe (2025). ‘Supporting thriving communities with the Microsoft Community Fund for Dublin’. Available: 

https://local.microsoft.com/blog/supporting-thriving-communities-with-the-microsoft-community-fund-for-dublin/ 
22 Microsoft (2024), ‘Microsoft datacentres in Ireland’. Available: https://local.microsoft.com/wp-
content/uploads/2024/05/Microsoft-datacentres-in-Ireland.pdf  

https://irishtechnews.ie/microsoft-launches-community-fund-south-dublin/
https://irishtechnews.ie/microsoft-launches-community-fund-south-dublin/
https://www.changex.org/us/organisations/microsoft
https://local.microsoft.com/blog/supporting-thriving-communities-with-the-microsoft-community-fund-for-dublin/
https://local.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Microsoft-datacentres-in-Ireland.pdf
https://local.microsoft.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Microsoft-datacentres-in-Ireland.pdf


 

RED ADMIRAL  
 

COMMUNITY 
 

BENEFIT 

 

 

 

25 Summary Assessment of Community Benefit & Principles       Red Admiral
                              

IREN  

Overview  
IREN Ltd. is an Australian-based company that owns and operates data centres in the United States 
and Canada.24 These facilities are powered entirely by renewable energy and are located in regions 
including Texas, US, and British Columbia, Canada.25 The data centres are specifically optimised for 
high-demand computational tasks such as bitcoin mining, artificial intelligence (AI), and other power-
intensive processes.26 

Similar to other major technology corporations, including Meta, Microsoft, and Google, IREN has 
developed a community grants programme aimed at generating positive social impact in the regions 
surrounding its data centres.27 The programme reflects the organisation’s commitment to corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) and environmental, social, and governance (ESG) principles, and it is 
designed to foster long-term benefits for local communities. IREN’s funding priorities focus on 
addressing community needs through financial support for hardship programmes, investment in 
community infrastructure, upskilling initiatives, and the promotion of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) education. 28  Complementing these efforts, the programme also 
promotes sustainability by supporting renewable energy projects, diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
initiatives, recycling schemes, and the development of community gardens. 

Currently, IREN is implementing grant-supported projects across four data centre sites located in 
Prince George and Mackenzie in British Columbia, Canada, and Fisher County and Childress in 
Texas, US. These locations were selected based on a combination of operational presence and 
potential community impact, with the goal being to ensure that the grants are distributed to areas 
where they can create measurable social value. 

Type of Funding and Administration Model 
IREN’s community grants are administered by IREN’s internal team, whose members evaluate 
applications, select projects, and ensure compliance with programme objectives. The grants are 
exclusively directed toward non-profit organisations, community groups, schools, and training 
authorities, excluding for-profit commercial enterprises. 32  This approach ensures that funding is 
utilised to serve public and community-oriented goals rather than private interests. 

Applications are assessed using a comprehensive set of criteria that evaluate the potential social 
impact of proposed initiatives, the capacity of the organisation to deliver the project effectively, and 
the opportunities for IREN to enhance its public profile through positive community engagement.33 
Applicants are required to submit detailed project proposals, including a description of the project, a 
breakdown of funding requirements, organisational information, and planned reporting mechanisms.  

Each proposal must clearly outline how funds will be allocated, and managed to achieve the desired 
outcomes. Furthermore, applicants are required to demonstrate that appropriate resources, 
operational systems, and evaluation methods are in place to ensure effective project delivery and to 
measure outcomes accurately. By instituting these requirements, IREN upholds the financial integrity 
of its grants and promotes the achievement of measurable outcomes that benefit the community. 

 
24 Financial Times (2025), ‘IREN Ltd, IREN:NSQ profile’.  Available: 

https://markets.ft.com/data/equities/tearsheet/profile?s=IREN:NSQ 
25 IREN (2025), ‘AI cloud’. Available: https://iren.com/solutions/gpu-cloud/ai-cloud 
26 IREN (2025), ‘Community grants program’. Available: https://iren.com/company/community-grants 
27 See Meta (2025), ‘Data center community action grants’. Available: https://datacenters.atmeta.com/community-

action-grants/ and Google (2025), ‘Google grant application eligibility’. Available: 

https://www.google.com/nonprofits/eligibility/ 
28 IREN (2025), ‘Community grants program’. 
32 IREN (2025), ‘Community grants terms & conditions – US’. Available: https://iren.com/legal/community-
grants-terms--conditions---us (Accessed 24 October 2025). 
33 IREN (2025), ‘Community grants program’. 

https://markets.ft.com/data/equities/tearsheet/profile?s=IREN:NSQ
https://iren.com/solutions/gpu-cloud/ai-cloud
https://iren.com/company/community-grants
https://datacenters.atmeta.com/community-action-grants/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://datacenters.atmeta.com/community-action-grants/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.google.com/nonprofits/eligibility/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://iren.com/legal/community-grants-terms--conditions---us
https://iren.com/legal/community-grants-terms--conditions---us
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Once projects are approved, successful applicants are formally notified, and funds are disbursed either 
as a one-off payment or in instalments, depending on project-specific requirements.37 Grants are 
restricted to discrete projects that address the organisation’s key funding priorities, such as community 
participation, sustainability, safety, and technology or learning initiatives, rather than general operating 
costs,38 principles that will be analysed, and challenged later in this report. 

Fund Value 
In 2024, the organisation awarded funding to over 100 recipients, distributing a total of USD 500,000.39  

 

 
 

 
37 IREN (2025) ‘Prince George community grants program’. Available: https://iren.com/company/community-
grants/prince-george 
38 IREN (2025), ‘Community grants program’. 
39 Ibid. 

https://iren.com/company/community-grants/prince-george
https://iren.com/company/community-grants/prince-george
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Renewable Energy Community Benefit Funds 

Quixwood Moor 

Introduction 
The Quixwood Moor Wind Farm is located in Berwickshire, on the eastern side of the Scottish Borders, 
close to the village of Grantshouse.40 According to planning permission granted in April 2013, the wind 
farm comprises 13 turbines with an overall capacity of up to 29.9 MW.41 These turbines have the ability 
to generate enough clean energy for 17,000 homes.42  
Initially developed by Banks Renewables, construction commenced under its oversight but the asset 
was sold in August 2015 to NTR plc. 43  As a renewable-energy development situated in a 
predominantly rural community, Quixwood Moor is accompanied by a structured community benefit 
fund intended to support local infrastructure, biodiversity, and community-led activities in the vicinity 
of the wind farm.44 
 

Funding and Administration  
The community benefit arrangements for Quixwood Moor are managed via a multi-stream fund 
structure. The fund is administered by ‘Point North’, which was previously known as the County 
Durham Community Foundation (CDCF), on behalf of the developer (NTR plc) and in collaboration 
with the local community councils: Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl & Preston Community Council (ABPCC) 
and Grantshouse Community Council.45 
Eligibility for the fund’s grants is clearly defined through guidelines issued by Point North: community 
organisations or groups operating in the eligible ward areas (Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl, Grantshouse 
and Preston) may apply, and the fund encourages projects focused on community wellbeing, rural 
regeneration, education/training, energy efficiency, and environmental protection.46 
Funding favours projects and initiatives which are identified as priorities across ABPCC and GCC 

councils, as outlined in their respective Community Council Action Plans.47 

 

Fund Value 

The owners of Quixwood Moor Wind Farm, NTR plc, in partnership with Point North, have committed 
to providing £44,000 each year to the Preston and Abbey Community Trust (PACT) as a core annual 
contribution to support local community projects.48 

An additional Open Access Fund has been established to collect any unspent or surplus funds from 
other grant streams. 49  This fund serves as a flexible reserve that can be accessed following 

 
40 Community of Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyls & Preston (2025), ‘Quixwood Moor’. Available: 

https://coabp.org/wind-farm-funding/quixwood-moor/ (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
41 Comparison of calculated and actual wind farm output - Quixwood Wind Farm. Available at: 

https://www.energymap.co.uk/project.asp?pageid=3126 (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
42 NTR (2016), ‘€57 million debt facility secured by NTR plc for Quixwood Moor Wind Project’. Available: 

https://www.ntrplc.com/articles/57-million-debt-facility-secured-by-ntr-plc-for-quixwood-moor-wind-project/ 

(Accessed:30 October 2025). 
43 Community of Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyls & Preston, ‘Quixwood Moor’. 
44 NTR (2016), ‘€57 million debt facility secured by NTR plc. 
45 Point North (2024), ‘About point north: better today, brighter tomorrow’. Available: 

https://pointnorth.org.uk/about/ (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
46 Community of Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyls & Preston (2025), ‘Quixwood Moor’, and Point North, ‘About point 

north: better today, brighter tomorrow’. 
47 Community of Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyls & Preston, ‘Quixwood Moor’. 
48 Ibid. 
49 Ibid. 
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consultation with Point North, Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl and Preston Community Council (ABPCC), 
and Grantshouse Community Council (GCC).50 

A further funding stream, the Quixwood Small Grants Fund, provides awards of up to £5,000 for 
community initiatives, with the possibility of grants up to £10,000 being awarded in exceptional 
cases.51  

 
 

 
50 Ibid. 
51 Point North (2024), ‘Wind farm: Quixwood Moor wind farm fund’. Available: https://pointnorth.org.uk/grants/quixwood-moor-
wind-farm-fund/ (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
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Pattern Panhandle Wind Energy Facility – Texas USA 

Introduction 
Pattern Energy’s Panhandle Wind Facility is situated in Carson County, Texas, US.52 Commissioned 
in 2014, the project was developed in two phases and comprises a total of 197 wind turbines.53 The 
facility produces enough renewable electricity to supply approximately 115,000 households each year 
and is expected to deliver an estimated $200 million in economic benefits to the region over a 25-year 
period. 
These benefits include payments to Carson County, the Panhandle and White Deer Independent 
School Districts, the Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District, local landowners participating in 
the project, and the Panhandle Wind Community Benefits Program. 
 

Funding and Administration 
Recognising the importance of fostering positive relationships with the local community, Pattern 
Energy established the Panhandle Wind Community Benefits Program in 2015. This initiative aims to 
support civic and educational causes in Carson County, ensuring that the benefits of the wind farm 
extend beyond energy production to enhance the quality of life for local residents.  
 
The programme, created to promote educational and community development efforts in Carson 
County, is administered through the Amarillo Area Foundation (AAF), which is responsible for 
managing and distributing grant funds that originate from financial contributions linked to the 
Panhandle Wind Farm. Operating as a partnership between the foundation and local residents, the 
programme relies on an advisory committee composed of community members from Carson County.  
 
This committee reviews grant proposals, identifies charitable initiatives to support, and advises on how 
and when funds should be distributed.The grant is split into two streams: (a) the Pattern Panhandle 
Wind Civic Fund and (b) the Pattern Panhandle Wind Education Fund. The Civic Fund is primarily 
designed to enhance both new and ongoing initiatives that contribute to the overall well-being of 
Carson County residents.62 Grant applications for this fund typically focus on areas such as civic 
participation, disaster response and emergency readiness, workforce and economic development, 
health promotion, and programmes that assist senior citizens. 

The Education Fund, on the other hand, is dedicated to supporting educational programmes for public 

school students in Carson County, spanning from kindergarten through to twelfth grade (ages 4–18). 

This fund provides direct financial assistance to local schools and also awards four annual 

scholarships of $2,500 each to graduating seniors from Panhandle and White Deer High Schools. 

Fund Value  

Pattern Energy made an initial investment of $1.5 million to establish the Education and Civic Grant 
Endowments, both dedicated to supporting initiatives within Carson County. The company also 
committed to contributing an additional $150,000 annually during the project’s first decade of 
operation, ensuring a long-term and sustainable funding source for local community projects. 

Grant awards from both the Civic Fund and Education Fund typically range between $2,500 and 
$25,000. In the 2021 funding cycle, the Amarillo Area Foundation distributed a total of $149,888 in 
grants to various civic and educational initiatives through the Pattern Panhandle Wind Community 
Benefits Program. Between the programme’s launch in 2016 and 2021, the Foundation reported 
awarding a cumulative total of $3,574,888 to local recipients.  

 
52 Amarillo Area Foundation (2022), ‘Pattern panhandle wind grant program’. Available: https://amarilloareafoundation.org/pattern-panhandle-
wind/ (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
53 Panhandle Wind (2024), ‘Pattern energy’. Available: https://patternenergy.com/projects/panhandle-wind/ (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
62 Amarillo Area Foundation (2024), ‘Pattern panhandle wind - grant apply’. Available: https://amarilloareafoundation.org/pattern-panhandle-
wind-apply/ (Accessed: 30 October 2025). 
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Large Infrastructure Project  

Eirgird Celtic Interconnector  
The Celtic Interconnector Cable is currently 
being laid between Knockraha in East Cork 
and La Martyre in Finistére, France. This 
cable will enable the exchange of 700MW of 
electricity between Ireland and France, across 
575km, with 500km of cable running under the 
sea.71 This development is between EirGrid 
(Ireland’s national energy provider) and the 
French equivalent, Réseau de Transport 
d’Électricité (RTE), and construction began in 
2023.  Once built, this will meet the electricity 
needs for approximately 450,000 homes 
across Ireland.  
 
This project is in line with the broader European Union (EU) goals of supporting energy transitions 
within Europe, meeting renewable energy targets, and creating a more integrated energy system 
within the EU. Stemming from this energy project, the Celtic Interconnector Community Benefit Fund 
was created by EirGrid in recognition of the support of local communities and the disruption that may 
occur during the 2023-2026 construction phase.  
 
The overall aim of this Community Benefit Fund is to ‘increase public and environmental wellbeing in 
the community and to leave a positive legacy in the communities’. This fund is awarded to a variety of 
project types in the community, under three main project streams focused on community projects, 
sustainability, and biodiversity. These projects are underpinned by objectives outlined in the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), such as ending poverty and protecting the planet. 
 

Type of Fund & Administrat ion Model 
SECAD Partnership CLG was appointed to be the administrator of the community benefit fund, which 
is to be invested in communities over the construction period. SECAD provides a wide range of rural 
development and social inclusion support across Ireland, and it acts as a GMO for a wide range of 
community benefit funds, particularly in relation to onshore wind farms. 
 
This fund is administered through an application funding portal, found on the EirGrid website, with 
funding being administered in phases. Payment for applications is administered via an electronic 
transfer, with successful groups receiving an advance of 50% of the award value. 
Applicants are appraised based on evaluation criteria published on the Celtic Interconnector 
Community Benefit Fund website, including considerations for projects based on their type, social 
impact, long-term viability, value for money, and more.80 
The fund is now in phase two, with applications for funding having been submitted between 15 January 
and 14 March 2025.81 Phase three has not yet been announced. Upon applicants’ receipt of funding, 
both SECAD and EirGrid put in place a monitoring and evaluation framework to monitor progress and 
the impact of the funding in the community.82  
 

 
71 EirGrid (n.d), ‘Celtic interconnector’. Available: https://www.eirgrid.ie/celticinterconnector (Accessed 23 October 2025). 

 80 Ibid. 
81 EirGrid (2025), ‘EirGrid announces opening of next phase of €2.4m Celtic Interconnector Community Benefit Fund’, 15 January. 

Available: https://www.eirgrid.ie/news/eirgrid-announces-opening-next-phase-eu24m-community-benefit-fund (Accessed: 23 October 

2025). 
82 SECAD Partnership CLG (2025), ‘EirGrid. Celtic Interconnector Community Benefit Fund: Guidelines, Phase 2’. 

https://www.eirgrid.ie/celticinterconnector
https://www.eirgrid.ie/news/eirgrid-announces-opening-next-phase-eu24m-community-benefit-fund
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Fund Value 
To date, this fund has awarded community groups and local organisations near the Celtic 
Interconnector project a total of €821,265.50. This is the second of three phases of funding available 
to communities in the project area, with the total fund amounting to €2.4 million.  
During the most recent funding phase, €240,000 was distributed through the community stream, 
€236,437.50 was shared via the sustainability stream, and €344,828 was allocated to biodiversity 
initiatives. The biodiversity allocation includes  
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Industry  

Community Benefit Agreements (CBA) 

Introduction 
A Community Benefit Agreement (CBA) is defined as a ‘legally binding contract between coalitions of 
community-based organizations and developers that shape[s] how local development projects 
contribute to improving the quality of life of nearby residents’. 83  These agreements allow for 
communities to secure tangible benefits from proposed development projects while safeguarding 
against any potential burdens. 84  These agreements establish the framework for how local 
development projects engage with the community, and they ensure that the resulting benefits are 
distributed equitably and fairly across the population.85  
In the American context, CBAs sit within a wider ‘umbrella’ of community benefit frameworks, 
alongside Good Neighbor Agreements (GNA), Project Labor Agreements (PLA), Host Community 
Agreements (HCA), and Community Benefit Plans (CPB).86 CBA agreements share many similarities 
with these agreement types, but the focus of CBAs is on legally binding and enforceable contracts 
between the developer and community organisations, with the host community receiving monetary 
and non-monetary benefits, which can increase community support for a project and provide more 
certainty for a project’s developers.87  
In recent years, CBAs have become more commonly used than before in urban renewal projects, and 
social housing developments and major commercial ventures like sports stadiums, have been using 
the agreements successfully for many years.88 More recently the model has been explored for its 
potential in the clean energy sector, in particular, with CBA agreements being employed by wind and 
solar farms.89 The use of CBAs in this context allows host communities and organisations greater 
opportunity to capture the socio-economic benefits associated with infrastructure projects, helping to 
strengthen community support for renewable energy projects, while also creating more equitable 
outcomes for all involved.90  
In addition to working towards the generation of local jobs and revenue for local areas, care must be 
taken that the introduction of a CBA does not create new or exacerbate existing inequities within the 
community in which it is based. 91  This risk has been ascribed to inequitable decision-making 
processes, especially when certain communities or groups possess greater capacity for self-advocacy 
than others. Furthermore, disparities in the distribution of benefits within the communities themselves 
have also been documented.92  
Risk also needs to be considered in relation to the importance of energy justice and the need to create 
transparent and equitable energy policy.93 CBAs can be used to fill a niche in energy policy, bridging 

 
83 Moore-Bloom, Ruby (2025), ‘Community benefits agreements: opportunities, barriers, and best practices’. Available: 

https://www.cleanenergytransition.org/post/community-benefits-agreements-opportunities-barriers-and-best-practices (Accessed 

27 October 2025). 
84 Riedl D., Carlsen, W., Said, E., Saha, D, Adcox. G, & Fraser C. (2025) ‘Community benefits frameworks: shortcomings 

and opportunities for greater impact’, World Resources Institute. Available: https://www.wri.org/technical-
perspectives/community-benefits-frameworks-database-takeaways (Accessed 27 October 2025). 
85 .Blount, D. C., Elder, K., Fu, S., Girod, K, Perez, J, Pitkin, B. ‘Community benefit agreements’, Urban Institute. 
Available: https://www.urban.org/apps/pursuing-housing-justice-interventions-impact/community-benefit-agreements 

(Accessed 26 October 2025). 
86 Moore-Bloom R. ‘Community benefits agreements’. 
87 Moore-Bloom R. ‘Community benefits agreements’, and Kreider, M., Jabrixio, M., Thomas, T., Eshuis, L., Constant, 
C., & MacDonald, S. (2024), ‘Benefits and burdens: exploring the role of community benefits in wind energy development’ 

National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Report No.: NREL/PR-5000-88603. Available: 

https://docs.nrel.gov/docs/fy24osti/88603.pdf (Accessed 26 October 2025). 
88 Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens’. 
89 Moore-Bloom, Ruby (2025), ‘Community benefits agreements’, and Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens’. 
90 Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens’. 
91 Ibid. 
92 Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens’, and Gunton C. & Markey, S. (2021), ‘The role of community benefit 
agreements in natural resource governance and community development: issues and prospects’. Resources Policy, 

73:102152. 
93 Gunton C. & Markey S. ‘The role of community benefit agreements in natural resource governance and community 
development’. 

https://www.cleanenergytransition.org/post/community-benefits-agreements-opportunities-barriers-and-best-practices
https://www.wri.org/technical-perspectives/community-benefits-frameworks-database-takeaways
https://www.wri.org/technical-perspectives/community-benefits-frameworks-database-takeaways
https://www.urban.org/apps/pursuing-housing-justice-interventions-impact/community-benefit-agreements?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://docs.nrel.gov/docs/fy24osti/88603.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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the gaps between communities and projects, and ensuring that there is a structured approach to the 
flow of benefits from the energy project directly to the community. By centring the community at the 
heart of the decision-making process and ensuring active participation by all parties, CBAs can be a 
positive bridge between industry and community development; 94  however, trust is an essential 
element in forming Community Benefit Agreements (CBAs) for clean energy projects.  

Fund Type and Administration 

The structure and format of these agreements vary. A literature review identified the use of differing 
funding quantities, stakeholders, administrators, and fund distribution methods (e.g. direct payments 
or grant awarded by), as well as funding distribution timelines (one-time payments, milestone-linked 
payments, or payments over the project lifetime).97  
 

The principles and practices that inform the establishment and management of CBAs also vary, and 
there is a wide variety of guidance available on best practices, templates, and structures. 98 
Nevertheless, it is clear that creating a ‘good’ CBA typically involves several different administrative 
steps. 
 

Prior to initiating the project, it is essential to enhance education and raise awareness within 
communities to ensure they understand that CBAs are available as an option.99 This process can also 
be complemented by a Social Impact Assessment (SIA), which can holistically assess the project in 
the context of the desired community and assess its impact.100  
Subsequently, the relevant community should be convened to determine their priorities and to address 
any potential concerns associated with the project.101 This step should include consulting directly with 
a diverse cross-section of the community, to ensure a wide range of voices are considered and 
heard.102 This process may involve inviting a variety of community members such as business owners, 
parents, school representatives, faith leaders, and individuals and groups with shared needs to voice 
their views and opinions.103  
 

Terms of agreement should be explored carefully and tailored to each project. As each community 
and project combination is unique, agreements may look different in each case.104 However, these 
terms should always be clearly defined and include specific, tangible benefits for the community.105  
Thereafter, the agreement should be prepared by a developer in collaboration with legal counsel, who 
may also designate a third party or community leader/administrator as the signatory.¹ This process 
should be followed by the instigation of a monitoring and evaluation framework to ensure that all 
parties can play a role in the implementation and enforcement of the agreement.106 Clearly defined 
mechanisms ensure project developer accountability and ensure the commitment is fulfilled by both 
parties.  

Fund Value 

The fund value for CBA agreements varies substantially depending on the project’s scale, type, and 
location. For renewable energy developments, contributions are commonly tied to project capacity or 
output, with funds calculated on a per-megawatt basis to ensure proportionality between project size 
and community benefit.107  

 
94 Ibid. 
97 U.S. Department of Energy (2025), ‘Wind energy community benefits guide’. Available: 
https://windexchange.energy.gov/community-benefits-guide (Accessed: 27 October 2025). 
98 Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens’, and Partnership for Working Families (2016), ‘Common challenges in 
negotiating community benefits agreements: and how to avoid them’. Available from: 
https://www.datocms-assets.com/64990/1657040054-effective-cbas.pdf (Accessed 26 October 2025). 
99 Moore-Bloom, Ruby, ‘Community benefits agreements’. 
100 Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning (2025), ‘Community benefit’, Queensland Government. Available: 

https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/planning-framework/community-benefit (Accessed 26 October 2025). 
101 Ibid. 
102 Ibid. 
103 Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens: exploring the role of community benefits in wind energy development’ 
104 Moore-Bloom, Ruby, ‘Community benefits agreements’ 
105 Ibid. 
106 Moore-Bloom, Ruby, ‘Community benefits agreements’, and Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens’. 
107 U.S. Department of Energy, ‘Wind energy community benefits guide’. 

https://windexchange.energy.gov/community-benefits-guide
https://www.datocms-assets.com/64990/1657040054-effective-cbas.pdf
https://www.planning.qld.gov.au/planning-framework/community-benefit
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Monetary contributions may include direct annual payments to community funds, lump-sum payments 
during construction, or ongoing contributions linked to project revenues.108 Non-monetary benefits can 
include the provision of community infrastructure, education and skills training programmes, energy 
efficiency initiatives, and/or environmental enhancement projects.109 

Determining the appropriate value for community benefit funds requires balancing project viability with 
meaningful community impact. Transparent methodologies for calculating fund value help foster trust 
between developers and host communities, while participatory decision-making ensures that fund 
benefits align with local priorities and long-term development goals.110  

 

 
108 Moore-Bloom, Ruby, ‘Community benefits agreements’. 
109 Ibid. 
110 Moore-Bloom, Ruby, ‘Community benefits agreements’, and Kreider M. et al., ‘Benefits and burdens: exploring the role of 

community benefits in wind energy development’ 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Moore Group was commissioned by Lumcloon Energy Limited (LEL) to formulate a response to a Request 

for Further Information by Westmeath Co. CO. in regard to the construction and operation of Data Centre 

Facility and Decentralised Energy Resource at Gneevebane, Oldtown, Farthingstown, Castlelost, and Kiltotan 

and Collinstown Rochfortbridge, County Westmeath; (hereafter referred to as the Proposed Development).   

 

This report provides information on ecological features if present within the potential Zone of Influence of 

the Proposed Development, of particular significance, primarily designated habitats and species, including 

Water Courses, Badgers, Otters and Non-Volant Mammals.   

 

This report was compiled by Ger O’Donohoe M.Sc. of Moore Group providing information on habitats in the 

study area.  Ger is the principal ecologist with Moore Group and has over 30 years’ experience in ecological 

impact assessment.  He graduated from ATU Galway in 1993 with a B.Sc. in Applied Freshwater & Marine 

Biology and subsequently worked in environmental consultancy while completing an M.Sc. in Environmental 

Sciences, graduating from Trinity College, Dublin in 1999.  (He also has over 15 years’ experience of carrying 

out bat surveys and has completed the Bat Conservation Ireland, Bat Detector Workshop which is the 

standard training for the carrying out of bat surveys in Ireland and follows the Bat Conservation Ireland ‘Bat 

Survey Guidelines’ - Aughney et al., 2008’.  In addition, Ger is an active member of the Galway Bat Group 

and Bat Conservation Ireland, which monitors bat populations in Ireland, and facilitates the education of bat 

communities to the public.   

 

The following important ecological receptors were considered in planning and designing the project, and in 

assessing its likely ecological effects: 

 Sites with nature conservation designations, including proposed NHAs, the reasons for their 

designation, and their conservation objectives, where available; 

 Annex IV (Habitats Directive) species of fauna and flora, and their breeding sites and resting places, 

which are strictly protected under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 

2011; 

 Other species of fauna and flora which are protected under the Wildlife Acts, 1976-2012; 

 Other habitats of ecological value in a national to local context, including rocky habitats in the general 

area; 

 Stepping stones and ecological corridors encapsulated by Article 10 of the Habitats Directive.   

The report has been compiled in compliance with the European Communities Legal requirements and 

follows EPA Guidelines on Information to be contained in an EIAR (EPA, 2022) and on Transport 

Infrastructure Ireland TII policy and guidance outlined in Section 2.   

 

The site location is presented in Figure 1 below.   
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Figure 1.  Showing the site location at Kiltotan, Collinstown Oldtown, Co. Westmeath.   

 

2. ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

2.1. POLICY & LEGISLATION 

2.1.1. EU Habitats Directive 

The “Habitats Directive” (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 

Flora and Fauna) is the main legislative instrument for the protection and conservation of biodiversity within 

the European Union.  The Habitats Directive provides for the designation, conservation and protection of 

sites comprising Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs), collectively 

forming the Natura 2000 network of ‘European sites’. Article 3 of the Habitats Directive obliges Member 

States to designate as SACs sites hosting the natural habitat types listed in Annex I and habitats of the species 

listed in Annex II of the Habitats Directive. Article 10 of the Habitats Directive requires that Member States 

endeavour to improve the ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 network to manage and conserve 

features of the landscape which are of major importance for wild fauna and flora, for example ecological 

corridors or stepping-stones which are important for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of 

species.  

 

Article 6(2) obliges Member States to take the necessary measures to avoid the deterioration of an SAC, or 

disturbance of a species for which the site is designated. Article 6(3) sets out the requirement for an 
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“Appropriate Assessment”, to ensure that a proposed plan or project will not have an adverse effect on the 

integrity of a SAC. Article 7 applies the requirements of Article 6(2) and 6(3) of the Habitats Directive to SPAs 

designated under the Birds Directive. 

 

In addition, and separate to the Appropriate Assessment requirements, Article 12 of the Habitats Directive 

obliges Member States to establish a regime of strict protection for certain species listed in Annex IV of the 

Directive, wherever they occur within their natural range. The protection for species under Article 12 of the 

Habitats Directive is not confined to the boundary of SACs. Species listed in Annex IV include the otter.   

2.1.2. Wildlife Acts 1976 - 20241 

The primary domestic legislation providing for the protection of wildlife in general, and wild birds in 

particular, and the control of some activities adversely impacting upon wildlife is the Wildlife Act of 1976, 

as amended. The aims of the Wildlife Act, according to the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) are 

“... to provide for the protection and conservation of wild fauna and flora, to conserve a representative 

sample of important ecosystems, to provide for the development and protection of game resources and to 

regulate their exploitation, and to provide the services necessary to accomplish such aims.” All wild bird 

species are protected under the Act. The European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 

2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011) made significant amendments to the Wildlife Acts to ensure consistency with the 

Habitats and Birds Directives.   

2.1.3. Westmeath County Council Planning Policies & Objectives 

This EcIA was prepared with consideration of the policies and objectives of the Westmeath County 

Development Plan 2021-2027 in regard to Biodiversity; Chapter 12 Natural Heritage and Green 

Infrastructure.   

 

2.2. SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

2.2.1. Desk Study 

The assessment was carried out in three stages, firstly through desktop assessment to determine existing 

records in relation to habitats and species present in the potential Zone of Influence of the Proposed 

Development.  This included research on the NPWS metadata website, the National Biodiversity Data Centre 

(NBDC) database and a literature review of published information on flora and fauna occurring in the 

development area.   

 
1 Wildlife Act 1976, as amended. Administrative consolidation of the Wildlife Act 1976, Law Reform Commission (2024) 
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Sources of information that were used to collate data on biodiversity in the potential Zone of Influence are 

listed below: 

 The following mapping and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) data sources, as required:  

o National Parks & Wildlife (NPWS) protected site boundary data; 

o Ordnance Survey of Ireland (OSI) mapping and aerial photography; 

o OSI/ Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rivers and streams, and catchments; 

o Open Street Maps;  

o Digital Elevation Model over Europe (EU-DEM); 

o Google Earth and Bing aerial photography 1995-2026; 

 Online data available on Natura 2000 sites as held by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 

from www.npws.ie including:  

o Natura 2000 - Standard Data Form; 

o Conservation Objectives; 

o Site Synopses; 

 National Biodiversity Data Centre records; 

o Online database of rare, threatened and protected species; 

o Publicly accessible biodiversity datasets. 

 Status of EU Protected Habitats in Ireland. (National Parks & Wildlife Service, 2019); and 

 Relevant Development Plans in neighbouring areas: 

o Westmeath County Development Plan 2021-2027 

2.2.2. Field Study 

The second phase of the survey involved site visits on the following dates to establish the existing 

environment in the footprint of the proposed development area.   

20/08/24 Habitats, Badgers and Otters Surveys 

31/10/24 Habitats and Badgers Surveys 

01/04/25 Spring Habitats, Badgers and Otters Surveys 

07/05/25 Habitats and Badger Surveys 

Areas which were highlighted during desktop assessment were investigated in closer detail according to the 

Heritage Council Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey and Mapping (Smith et al., 2011).  Habitats in 

the proposed development area were classified according to the Heritage Council publication “A Guide to 

Habitats in Ireland” (Fossitt, 2000).  This publication sets out a standard scheme for identifying, describing 

and classifying wildlife habitats in Ireland.  This form of classification uses codes to classify different habitats 
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based on the plant species present.  Species recorded in this report are given in both their Latin and English 

names.  Latin names for plant species follow the nomenclature of “An Irish Flora” (Parnell & Curtis, 2012).   

Signs of mammals such as badgers and otters were searched for while surveying the study area noting any 

sights, signs or any activity in the vicinity especially along adjacent boundaries.   

Badger Survey Methodology 

The following methodology used during fieldwork and site surveying was adopted from Scottish Nature and 

included information provided in Guidelines for the Treatment of Badgers Prior to the Construction of 

National Road Schemes by Transport Infrastructure Ireland formerly NRA (2006).   

Initial Field Surveys 

Badger surveys should be undertaken within an area of search extending 1km from the periphery of the 

proposed development area. Within this area of search all fence lines, woodland and scrub habitats should 

be systematically surveyed for evidence of badgers in the form of: 

 Faeces: badgers usually deposit faeces in characteristic excavated pits, concentrations of which (latrine 

sites) are typically found at home range boundaries. 

 Setts, comprising either single isolated holes or a series of holes, likely to be interconnected 

underground. 

 Paths between setts or leading to feeding areas. 

 Scratching posts at the base of tree trunks. 

 Snuffle holes (small scrapes where badgers have searched for insects, earthworms and plant tubers). 

 Day nests (bundles of grass and other vegetation where badgers may sleep above ground). 

 Hair traces. 

 Footprints 

When found, activity levels at setts should be scored using the following criteria: 

 Number of well used holes (with one or more of the features : well worn entrance; freshly excavated 

soil; bedding material) 

 Number of partially used holes (leaves or twigs in entrance and/or mosses and other plants growing in 

or around entrance) 

 Number of disused holes (partially or completely blocked, with considerable amount of excavation 

required for reoccupation).   

Setts should also be classified using the conventions shown in the following criteria.   

Sett Type Definition 
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Main Several holes with large spoil heaps and obvious paths emanating from and between sett 

entrances 

Annexe Normally less than 150m from main sett, comprising several holes. May not be in use all 

the time, even if main sett is very active. 

Subsidiary Usually at least 50m from main sett with no obvious paths connecting to other setts. May 

only be used intermittently 

Outlier Little spoil outside holes. No obvious paths connecting to other setts and only used 

sporadically. May be used by foxes and rabbits. 

 

Otter Survey Methodology 

The following methodology used during fieldwork and site surveying was adopted from Guidelines for the 

treatment of otters prior to the construction of national road schemes by Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

formerly NRA (2006).   

A walkover otter survey was undertaken on watercourses within the vicinity of the proposed development 

on. The survey area comprised 1.3km of linear riverine habitat (inclusive of both banks where accessible) on 

the Castlejordan River and 1.5km of drainage ditches leading to the Kiltonan Stream and 1.1km of the 

Kiltonan Stream.   

The survey was completed during optimal conditions (dry, mild, bright and settled) which ensured that a 

good representation of habitat marked by otter could be recorded in the field, including territorial marking 

or marking of feeding areas. The survey also deliberately coincided with a prolonged dry period to minimise 

rain washout of otter signs (spraint, smears etc.). Water levels were low (at base flows) during the survey 

period.    

Any otter sign is logged by type, location (GPS), condition and approximate age for later interpretation to 

distinguish differences in habitat use and activity.  Spraints were subjectively assessed as either fresh (very 

recent), mixed-age (recent & older spraints, typically indicative of a regular marking site) or old (spraint 

degrading and not recently deposited). Furthermore, indicative counts of spraint (i.e. number of individual 

spraints) and the number of sprainting sites (often separate clusters in one area) are noted. This helps 

indicate the frequency of otter marking that can clarify preferential use of habitat over time. High marking 

frequency often demarcates important territory.   
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2.2.3. Site Evaluation and Impact Assessment 

The final part of the assessment involves an evaluation of the study area and determination of the potential 

impacts on the habitats of the study area.  This part of the assessment forms the basis for Impact Assessment 

and is based on the following guidelines and publications: 

 Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK And Ireland Terrestrial, Freshwater, Coastal and 

Marine Version 1.3 - Updated September 2024 (CIEEM, 2024); 

 EPA Guidelines on Information to be contained in an EIAR (EPA, 2022); 

 Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey and Mapping (Heritage Council, 2011); 

 Ecological Surveying Techniques for Protected Flora & Fauna (NRA, 2008); 

 Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts of National Road Schemes (NRA, 2009); 

 Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities (DEHLG, 

December 2009, Rev 2010); 

 Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2007).   

While prepared for linear projects the TII Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts of National Road 

Schemes (NRA, 2009) are still relevant and outlines the methodology for evaluating ecological impacts of 

the project in the present report.  According to the TII Guidelines, the Ecological Study should address: 

 Designated conservation areas and sites proposed for designation within the zone(s) of influence of 

any of the Project options, 

 All the main inland surface waters (e.g. rivers, streams, canals, lakes and tanks) that are intersected by 

any of the route corridor options, including their fisheries value and any relevant designations, 

 Aquifers and dependent systems and turloughs and their subterranean water systems, 

 Any known or potentially important sites for rare or protected flora or fauna that occur along or within 

the zone(s) of influence of any of the route options, 

 Any other sites of ecological value, that are not designated, along or in close proximity to any of the 

route corridor options, 

 Any other relevant conservation designations or programmes (e.g. catchment management schemes, 

habitat restoration or creation projects, community conservation projects, etc.), 

 Any other features of particular ecological or conservation significance along any of the route 

options.   

The TII Guidelines set out a method of evaluating the importance of sites identified and in turn the 

evaluation of the significance of impacts.  The Evaluation Scheme is presented in Appendix 1 for reference.   

Impact Assessment is then based on CIEEM Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and 

Ireland, 2024.   
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3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Proposed Development consists of a Data Centre Facility and Decentralised Energy Resource within an 

overall development boundary area of 243 hectares comprising:  

 1 No. Security control building (floor area 23.5m2).  

 6 No. new data buildings including administration blocks (each 228m x 62m x 18m high), 6 No. MV 

switch room buildings, within a secure campus having an area of 39 hectares, 1 No. fire water tank 

(Volume: 2000m3), pump house and proprietary modular water treatment plant.  

 6 No. fuel cell towers (each 89m x 29m x 20m high), 2 No. chilled water tanks (Volume: 1000m3 each), 

pump house, ancillary water tank (Volume: 2000m3), carbon dioxide process building (30.7m x 15.7m x 

11.3m high) and 16 No. carbon dioxide storage tanks (100 tonnes each).  

 Ancillary equipment compound including a storage building (30.7m x 10.7m x 9.7m high), 2 No. diesel 

generators, fire water tank (Volume: 2000m3) and pump house and proprietary modular water treatment 

plant.  

 Above ground gas installation (AGI) compound including a boiler/instrument kiosk, regulator/metal 

skid kiosk and connection to the existing gas network within the site.  

 33kV IPP building (60.9m x 18.4m x 16.8m high), 1 No. telecoms tower 36m high and compound.   

 Fuel cell IPP building (40m x 9.8m x 7.1m high) and compound.  

 Solar farm IPP building (30m x 9.8m x 7.1m high) and compound.  

 Battery compound including 138 No. battery enclosures & 138 No. medium voltage power stations 

(MVPS), IPP building (40m x 9.8m x 7.1m high) and fire water tank (Volume: 500m3).  

 Proprietary modular water treatment plant serving the solar farm IPP building and battery compound 

IPP building.  

 Solar farm (168 hectares) to the east of the data campus facility including solar arrays measuring 

(10.2m x 6.9m), (20.4m x 6.9m) & (30.6 x 6.9m), 45 No. medium voltage power stations (MVPS), 5 No. 

weather stations, river crossings, internal gravel access roads, security fencing and gates, 3 No. temporary 

construction compounds, cable crossings in the R446, L11272 & L51251 public roads, and cable crossing 

under the M6 using horizontal directional drilling.  

 Connection to public sewer under the R446 public road.  

 New emergency only access/egress from the R446 public road.  

 Access/egress to the data centre campus facility through the existing Castlelost Flexgen and GIS 

substation access to the R446.  

 Demolition of the existing derelict dwelling and agricultural sheds.   
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 All associated site works.  

Figure 2 shows a detailed view of the existing site on high resolution aerial photography.  Figure 3 shows 

the layout of the proposed development.  
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Figure 2.  Location of proposed residential development on recent aerial photography showing the Castlejordan River to the north and Kiltonan Stream to the south.   
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Figure 3.  Showing the layout of the Proposed Development.   
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4. EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 

4.1. WATER COURSES 

4.1.1. Castlejordan Stream 

The Castlejordan Stream runs along the northern boundary of the site, and has been significantly 

modified, with steep uniform sides. A line of mature Beech (Fagus sylvatica) trees lines the northern 

bank, with Bramble (Rubus fruticosus), False Oat-Grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and Great Willowherb 

(Epilobium hirsutum) along the southern bank.  Poached areas where animals access to drink supported 

Brooklime and Lesser Spearwort.  Species present in the sluggish watercourse include abundant Fool’s 

Water Cress (Apium nodiflorum) and Water Cress (Nasturtium officinale), with some Floating Sweet 

Grass (Glyceria fluitans).  The stream has a muddy base and little flow and does not appear to have any 

fisheries value.  No signs of otter were observed along the stream.   

4.1.2. Kiltonan Stream 

The Kiltotan Stream flows along the southern boundary of the site, and through a small section of the 

southeastern part of the site.  The stream has been artificially straightened and deepened and presents 

a typical uniform profile, with steep sides.  The watercourse is heavily overgrown in parts, with Grey 

Willow (Salix cinerea), Downy Birch (Betula pubescens) and Bramble invading from the cutover bog to 

the south.  Instream vegetation includes large areas of Common Duckweed and Fool’s Water Cress.  The 

stream displayed no obvious flow, and has a soft peaty substrate, with no obvious fisheries value.  No 

signs of otter were observed along the stream.   

4.1.3. Drainage Ditches 

This habitat classification applies to drainage ditches within and bounding the site, as well as the 

unnamed channelised minor stream entering the southern site from the west.    

These ditches are of depths from 1 to 3m, with steep sides, and generally with little flow.  Species 

present includes Fool’s Water Cress (Apium nodiflorum), Water Cress (Nasturtium officinale), Angelica 

(Angelica sylvestris), Branched Bur-reed (Sparganium erectum), Iris (Iris pseudacorus)and Reed Canary 

Grass (Phalaris arundinacea). Occasional poached muddy margins where animals drink also support 

Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) and Lesser Spearwort (Ranunculus flammula).   

4.2. BADGERS 

The National Biodiversity Centre Database was consulted on 27 February 2026 for records of badgers 

in the zone of influence of the Proposed Development.  There are several records from the Bord na 

Mona site at Derrygreenagh to the southeast of the M6 Motorway outside and to the southeast of the 

portion of the site proposed for solar farm development.   
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There are no records in the intensively managed farmland fields to the north of the M6.   

The site boundaries were surveyed and no setts were recorded.   

4.3. OTTERS 

The National Biodiversity Centre Database was consulted on 27 February 2026 for records of otters on 

all water courses in the zone of influence of the Proposed Development.  There is one historical record 

(1982) for signs of otters (‘2 Count of Droppings’) on the Rochfortbridge Stream which flows from the 

north hinterland to join the Castlejordan Stream to the south and east of Rochfortbridge.  A later record 

from the Rochfortbridge Stream.at the Bridge North of Rochfortbridge recorded ‘two spraints on a grass 

tuft by cattle drinking access 25m u/s from bridge’ on 16/09/2005.  There are no records on the 

Castlejordan Stream upstream or with 150m downstream of the that section of the site proposed for 

solar farm development.   

There is one historical record (1982) for otter signs (‘2 droppings’) on the Kiltonan Stream at NGR 

N467386, where it leaves the Proposed Development site upstream of the Bord na Mona lands at 

Derrygreenagh.   

A Bord na Mona ‘Commission Survey’ from 23/03/2015 recorded a Spraint a further 2.6km downstream 

at the bridge on the R400 corresponding to the county boundary.   

The surveys conducted during fieldwork on the water courses including drainage ditches, the 

Castlejordan Stream and the Kiltonan Stream did not reveal any signs of otter usage.  No resting places, 

slides, spraints or latrines were recorded.   

4.4. NON-VOLANT MAMMALS 

There are anecdotal references to deer, pine marten, and hares in comments on the initial application.  

There were no specific signs of these species recorded during habitat surveys.   

Pine martens are more likely to occur in densely forested habitats and on scrubby peatland which does 

not occur on site.  They have been recorded in peatland and fringing woodland far outside the subject 

site.   

Hares and foxes are frequent inhabitants of hedgerows and while no hares were observed, they may 

be present foraging on open fields.  Fox scats were observed and typical scent markings were recorded.  

However, this species is not protected.   

There are no records of red deer from the surrounding area.  Any anecdotal records may refer to fallow 

deer, an invasive species, which have been recorded in Bord na Mona woodland to the far south and 

east.   
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5. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS 

5.1. WATER COURSES 

Water courses were assessed for fisheries value in terms of potential foraging and food sources for 

otters.  Fisheries value determination is based on a broad appraisal/overview of the upstream and 

downstream habitat at each site.  This was undertaken to evaluate the wider contribution to salmonid 

and lamprey spawning and general fisheries habitat.  River habitat surveys and fisheries assessments 

were also carried out utilising elements of the approaches in the River Habitat Survey Methodology 

(Environment Agency, 20032) and Fishery Assessment Methodology (O’Grady, 20063) to broadly 

characterise the stream sites (i.e. channel profiles, substrata etc.).   

The Castlejordan Stream is a relatively small water course, more of a farmland stream rather than a 

river.  It has a mud/clay substrate for much of its course and its banks are heavily vegetated in sections 

with adjacent Hawthorn and Bramble.  It has no fisheries value and limited value for otter usage.  It 

joins the Rochfortbridge Stream downstream and east of Rochfortbridge and flows on to the Yellow 

River flowing through large areas of former Bord na Mona peatland and on to the River Boyne not 

reaching the River Boyne European sites until east of the Royal Canal over 30km downstream.   

The most recent EPA water quality data (2024) for the Castlejordan Stream are recorded upstream of 

that section of the solar far at Mongagh Bridge to the west as Q3 ‘Poor’ and similarly downstream of 

Rochfortbridge again as Poor.  This status indicates ‘Slight pollution’ and is ‘Unsatisfactory’.  The Q value 

increases marginally to Q3-4 ‘Moderate’ downstream of the peatland areas at Baltinoran Bridge, most 

likely due to dilution factors.  This status indicates ‘Moderate pollution’ and is ‘Unsatisfactory’.   

The Kiltonan stream is largely channelised in the portion of the site where the solar farm is proposed 

and has a mud/peaty substrate.  It has no fisheries value and no value for otter usage.  The Kiltonan 

Stream is not monitored by the EPA.  It joins the Castlejordan and the above record at Baltinoran Bridge 

is the nearest and most recent indication of water quality.   

The drainage ditches recorded have a predominantly mud/clay substrate.  They have no fisheries value 

and no value for otter usage.   

  

 
2 Environment Agency (2003) River Habitat Survey in Britain and Ireland. Field Survey Guidance Manual: 2003 Version (2022 
Reprint).   
3 O'Grady, M.F. (2006). Channels and challenges: enhancing Salmonid rivers. Irish Fresh- water Fisheries Ecology and 
Management Series: Number 4. Central Fisheries Board, Dublin.   
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5.2. IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.2.1. Direct Impacts 

Water Courses 

There are only two main crossings proposed (Bridge 1 and 2) and these are clear span, with no 

interaction with the water course below, i.e. the Kiltotan stream.   

Other proposed crossings of minor field drains will be served by placement of short sections of round 

precast concrete culvert with minimal intervention in the field drain.   

There is a very tentative pathway from the Solar Farm aspect of the Proposed Development via the 

Castlejordan and Yellow River which flows northeast to the River Boyne albeit at a very large distance 

downstream, over 30 river km.   

The main lamprey populations in the River Boyne are currently protected within the existing SAC 

boundary area4.   

Salmon spawn in clean gravels. There is restricted habitat for salmon in the Boyne and the water courses 

located adjacent to the Proposed Development do not support spawning habitat.   

Fauna 

Otters 

The water courses located adjacent to the Proposed Development do not support suitable foraging 

habitat for Otters.   

There will be no direct or indirect impact on otters.   

 

Badgers 

There were no active badger setts found on site.  Fox earths can often be confused with badger setts 

to the untrained eye.  While there were many signs of fox movement throughout the Proposed 

Development areas, these species are no protected.  There will be no direct or indirect impact on 

badgers.   

 

Non-volant Mammals 

There will be no direct or indirect impact on mammals such as deer, pine marten, hares or foxes.   

 

 
4 O’Connor W. (2006) A survey of juvenile lamprey populations in the Boyne Catchment. Irish Wildlife Manuals, No. 24 National 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dublin, Ireland. 
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5.2.2. Indirect Impacts 

There are only two main crossings (Bridge 1 and 2) and these are clear span, with no interaction with 

the water course below, i.e. the Kiltotan Stream.   

Other proposed crossings of minor field drains will be served by placement of short sections of round 

precast concrete culvert with minimal intervention in the field drain.   

The possibility of contaminated surface water reaching the River Boyne is extremely low given the 

design of the solar panels to be set back from all water courses, the very large distance downstream 

over 30 river km and the high degree of dilution in that distance.   

To this end, the River Boyne and two associated European sites are considered to be outside the Zone 

of Influence of the Proposed Development.   

Solar farms can be mistaken as water by birds and aquatic species, and this issue has been addressed 

by appropriate design.  Insects that lay eggs on water, (e.g. mayflies, stoneflies) may mistake solar 

panels for water bodies, due to reflection of polarised light .  Under certain circumstances, insects have 

been found to lay eggs on their surfaces, reducing their reproductive success and food availability for 

birds, fish and other aquatic invertebrates.  A laboratory study undertaken by Grief & Siemers (2010)  

showed that that bats attempted to drink from the panels and occasionally collided with them.  If plates 

were vertically aligned, they often crashed into them when attempting to fly through them.  There is 

evidence that this potential effect can be mitigated by a non-polarising white grid, partitioning on solar 

panels to reduce or eliminate their reflection of polarised light .  Thus, this measure has been included 

as a design feature to avoid potential effects on commuting bats.   

RSPB (2014) states ‘Solar farms can be mistaken as water by birds and aquatic species, and this issue 

has been addressed by appropriate design. Insects that lay eggs on water, (e.g. mayflies, stoneflies) may 

mistake solar panels for water bodies, due to reflection of polarised light’. It should be noted they also 

state they are in favour of solar given the impacts climate change is having on bird life.   

There are only three Special Conservation Interest Annexed Bird species listed for European sites in the 

zone of influence.  Given, there are no supporting habitats for two of (Pochard and Tufted Duck) and 

limited supporting habitats for Coot at the Proposed Development site and the above listed design 

features, there are no predicted negative effects on these birds.   

 

6. IN-COMBINATION EFFECTS 

In addition to these listed proposed developments other Projects in the zone of influence considered 

include: 
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 Gas Pigging Station development (Ref no 25/60006); (Operational) 

 Underground Gas transmission line connection which was an application to the Commission 

for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) (Operational) 

 Yellow River Wind Farm (Operational) 

These developments were tested at either AA Screening or Stage 2 AA and significant effects excluded.  

The Proposed Development will not have a significant effect on local Biodiversity or on any European 

site and therefore in-combination effects with these developments can be excluded.   

 

7. CONCLUSIONS 

There are no significant impacts predicted from the proposed development on habitats, flora, fauna or 

biodiversity.   

 

8. REFERENCES 

Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK And Ireland Terrestrial, Freshwater, Coastal and 

Marine Version 1.3 - Updated September 2024 (CIEEM, 2024).   

Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2010) Guidance on Appropriate 

Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland (as amended February 2010).   

EPA (2022) EPA Guidelines on Information to be contained in an EIAR; EPA, May 2022.   

European Commission (2000) Managing Natura 2000 sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ 

Directive 92/43/EEC. 

European Commission (2001) Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: 

Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43EEC. 

European Commission, Brussels. 

European Commission (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive '92/43/EEC: 

Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interests, 

compensatory measures, overall coherence and opinion of the Commission. European Commission, 

Brussels.   

European Commission (2018) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitat’s 

Directive 92/43/EEC. 

Fossitt, J. (2000) A Guide to Habitats in Ireland.  The Heritage Council.   



Project Admiral Castlelost Ecology Report  24005 

   
Moore Group (info@mooregroup.ie)  20 

Nairn, R. and J. Fossitt (2004) The Ecological Impacts of Roads, and an Approach to their Assessment 

for National Road Schemes. In: J. Davenport and J.L Davenport (eds) The Effects of Human Transport on 

Ecosystems: Cars and Planes, Boats and Trains, 98-114. Dublin. Royal Irish Academy.   

NPWS (2019) The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. National Parks and Wildlife 

Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.   

NPWS (2026) National Parks and Wildlife Service Metadata available online at 

https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data 

NRA (2008) Ecological Surveying Techniques for Protected Flora & Fauna. Available at: 

http://www.nra.ie/Environment/ 

NRA (2009) Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts of National Road Schemes. Dublin: National 

Roads Authority. Available at: http://www.nra.ie/Environment/ 

Parnell, J. and T. Curtis (2012) Webb’s An Irish Flora. Cork University Press.   

Smith, G.F., O’Donoghue, P., O’Hora, K. and E. Delaney (2011) Best Practice Guidance for Habitat Survey 

and Mapping.  The Heritage Council.   

 



Project Admiral Castlelost EcIA  24005 

   
Moore Group (info@mooregroup.ie)  21 

Appendix 1  TII Evaluation of Habitats 
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Appendix 2  Site Photos 

 

Photo 1.  Showing the Castletown Stream adjacent to the site as a slow flowing wide ditch with 

abundant Brooklime.   

 

Photo 2.  Showing the Kiltonan Stream as a slow flowing wide ditch with watercress and Lemna spp.   
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